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Reference 

  
 

Pre-War 
1917 
Great Britain issues the Balfour Declaration, which supports the establishment of a 
Jewish homeland in Palestine. 

The Bolsheviks (communists) take power in Russia through revolution. After years of 
civil war and foreign intervention, the communists consolidate power under V. I. Lenin, 
who creates the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 

1918 
November 11: With the signing of an armistice, World War I ends in victory for the 
Allies (including the United States, Great Britain, France, and Italy) over Germany. The 
war claims 37 million casualties and 9 million dead.  

With the end of World War I, Great Britain gains control of much of the Middle East. Its 
goal is to secure ownership of the Suez Canal and protect its trade routes in the region.  

In Germany, the Weimar Republic replaces the wartime government and tries to 
implement a democratic government. It struggles with political extremes, economic 
problems, and general disorder. 

 

Timeline 
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1919 
June: The Treaty of Versailles divides up German territory among the victors and 
Germany's neighbors in order to weaken it and prevent future aggression. The treaty also 
calls for substantial reparations from Germany. 

1920  
January: The League of Nations (a precursor to the post-World War II United Nations) 
is formed to enforce the treaties that ended World War I. The United States does not join, 
leaving the war-weakened nations of Europe with enforcement responsibilities. 

1922 
League of Nations grants Britain the "mandate" for Palestine, meaning it would have 
authority for the area, and charges it with "Jewish immigration and resettlement" there. 

October: Benito Mussolini, leader of the Italian Fascist Party, seizes power in Italy and 
runs the country using authoritarian power and right-wing policies. 

1923  
Adolf Hitler, leader of the National Socialist German Workers (Nazi) Party, attempts a 
coup in Munich, known as the Beer Hall Putsch, which results in his imprisonment. He 
writes Mein Kampf (My Struggle) while in prison, in which he calls for restoring German 
greatness through overthrowing the Weimar Republic and defying the Versailles Treaty. 
He also refers to Jews as a subhuman race of people and calls for their removal from 
Germany. 

1924  
January: Soviet leader V. I. Lenin dies. Communist Party secretary-general Joseph 
Stalin begins to consolidate his power by removing opposition within the party and 
national leadership. 
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1925  
In the Treaty of Locarno, Germany recognizes its borders with France and Belgium and 
the demilitarization of the Rhineland. 

After Hitler's release from prison, he rebuilds the Nazi Party, establishing himself as sole 
leader to whom party members owe loyalty. The party structure includes the SA (storm 
troopers), a paramilitary arm; the SS, an elite group within the SA; the Hitler Youth; and 
other elements. 

German military hero Paul von Hindenburg is elected president, which stabilizes the 
country. 

1926  
December: Japanese emperor Yoshihito dies and is succeeded by his son Hirohito. 

1928  
May: After faring poorly in Reichstag (parliamentary) elections, the Nazi Party focuses 
on building rural and small-town support, using antisemitic propaganda. 

Joseph Stalin begins his attempt to rebuild the Soviet economy and industry through 
collective farms and industrial improvements. Industry improves, but millions of Russian 
peasants (as many as ten million) die as a result of Stalin's policies. Soviet advancements 
raise fears in the West of communist expansion. 

1929 
In Europe throughout the 1920s, unemployment is high, currencies lose value, and major 
debt crushes national economies. The October 1929 stock market crash in the United 
States launches the worldwide Great Depression. Nations react to the crisis differently. 
The U.S. government, under President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, intervenes actively in 
the economy. In Europe, more conservative governments rule, restricting wages and 
government spending. The Great Depression essentially ends in 1939 with the beginning 
of World War II and the mobilization of national economies for war. 
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In Germany, the Weimar government, led by a coalition of left-wing and conservative 
parties, collapses trying to deal with economic problems. President Hindenburg invokes 
emergency powers that place authority in a chancellor and the cabinet. 

1930 
September: After the first chancellor fails to unify the German government, new 
elections are held. The Nazi Party wins 18 percent of the vote, becoming the second 
largest party in parliament. 

1931 
Japan invades Manchuria. 

1932 
At the Lausanne Conference, Germany, Britain, and France agree to suspend reparation 
payments required by the Versailles Treaty. 

July: German president Hindenburg reluctantly runs for re-election, fearing Hitler's 
election if he does not. Hindenburg wins the election, but Hitler gets 37 percent of the 
vote, making the Nazi Party the largest party in the parliament. General instability 
continues with the 400,000-strong SA committing street violence. 

November: Franklin Delano Roosevelt is elected president of the United States. 

1933 
January: President Hindenburg names Hitler chancellor of Germany. 

February: Nazi storm troopers and police establish the first concentration camps to hold 
political opponents. Dachau opens in March and is the only camp to remain in operation 
from the earliest days of the Third Reich until its demise in 1945. 

February: The German Reichstag (parliament) building burns. The Nazis claim that 
communists set the fire and use it as a pretext to take police-state powers. Soon, 
parliament grants Hitler authority to issue laws without parliamentary action. 
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April: The Nazis issue a decree ordering compulsory retirement of non-Aryans from civil 
service. Hitler calls for a boycott against Jewish businesses. These actions, as well as 
Nazi attacks on Jews, cause many Jews to begin emigrating from Germany. 

1934 
Germany and Poland sign a nonaggression treaty. 

In the Night of the Long Knives, Hitler arrests leaders of the Nazi SA and has them killed 
by the SS, in order to earn support of the German Army, which opposed the SA. SS 
power grows in response. 

August: German president Hindenburg dies. Hitler declares himself Führer (leader). As 
leader of the German Army, Hitler requires officers and soldiers to swear allegiance to 
him. 

1935 
Documentary film Triumph of the Will released. 

March: Hitler defies the League of Nations and Versailles Treaty by reintroducing a 
military draft.  

September: Nuremburg Laws deprive Jews of civil rights and prohibit marriage between 
Jews and nonJews. Only so-called racial Germans are entitled to civil and political rights. 
Jews are defined not by their religion but by their ancestry: If a person has three Jewish 
grandparents, he or she is considered Jewish for purposes of classification. A new wave 
of Jewish emigration from Germany begins.  

October: Italy invades Ethiopia. 

1936 
March: Hitler defies the Treaty of Locarno by sending troops to occupy the demilitarized 
Rhineland. 

July: A coalition of Spanish conservatives and army officers (known as the Nationalists) 
launch a coup in Spanish Morocco, then invade Spain hoping to wrest control from the 
leftist government of the Spanish Republic. Germany and Italy support the Nationalist 
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forces, testing some battle techniques they will use in the coming world war. The Soviet 
Union supports Republican forces; other major powers stay neutral. In April 1939 the 
Nationalist forces prevail. 

August: The Olympic Games take place in Berlin.  

October: Italy and Germany sign the Rome-Berlin Axis Pact. 

November: Japan and Germany sign the Anti-Comintern Pact. 

December: Chinese nationalist and communist forces join to fight against Japan. 

1937 
Neville Chamberlain becomes prime minister of Britain. He initiates a policy known as 
appeasement to negotiate with Hitler concerning his demands for greater German 
sovereignty and territory. 

After years of Arab-Jewish tension, Britain proposes a three-way division of Palestine in 
which the Jews, Arabs, and British would each have their own territory. Arabs reject this 
proposal.  

July: Japan and China go to war. 

1938 
March 13: The German Army marches into Austria and the formal union (Anschluss) of 
Austria and Germany takes place. Jews are almost immediately singled out for 
discrimination. 

July: At a conference in Evian, France, delegates from 32 countries, including the United 
States, Great Britain, France, and Canada, consider how to deal with Jewish refugees 
from Nazi Germany but refuse to accept more refugees. 

September: The Munich Agreement among Germany, Great Britain, Italy, and France 
allows Germany to annex the Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia in exchange for Hitler's 
pledge of peace. Czechoslovakia does not take part in the negotiations. 
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November 9-10: Kristallnacht: Nazi-orchestrated pogrom against German Jews. 
Thousands of synagogues and Jewish businesses are looted and destroyed as police and 
firefighters stand by. The Nazis blame Jews for Kristallnacht, require them to clean up 
after the attacks, impose fines of $400 million on the Jewish community, and prevent 
business owners from collecting insurance payments. The state confiscates Jewish 
businesses and expels Jewish children from schools. 

The Anschluss (annexation of Austria by Germany in March) and Kristallnacht spur more 
Jewish emigration. More than 400,000 Jews leave Germany between 1933 and 1940. 

 
WWII 
1939 
February: Two years after proposing a Jewish state, Great Britain issues a "White 
Paper" that severely limits Jewish immigration to Palestine. The move is meant to win 
Arab support for the expected war with Germany. 

March: Violating the Munich Agreement, Hitler occupies portions of Czechoslovakia. 

April: Italy invades Albania. 

May: Germany and Italy sign the Pact of Steel military alliance. 

May-June: The SS St. Louis, a German passenger ship, leaves Germany with about one 
thousand refugees bound for Cuba, which denies them entry, as does the United States. 
The St. Louis returns to Europe, where Britain, France, Belgium, and the Netherlands 
accept the refugees. 

August: Germany and the Soviet Union sign the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact. 

September: Germany invades Poland. The Soviet Union also invades Poland. Britain 
and France declare war on Germany, starting World War II. 
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The SS establishes Jewish councils to govern Jewish ghettos and to carry out German 
orders. Faced with a nearly impossible task of satisfying both their Nazi masters and tens 
of thousands of Jews herded into small areas where they suffer from overcrowding and 
disease, the councils vary in how they conduct their business. 

November: The Nazi governor of Poland requires Jews to wear the Star of David on 
their clothing for identification. 

Hitler orders the T4 Euthanasia Program to eliminate those deemed by Nazis to be 
unworthy of life due to alleged genetic diseases or defects. 

1940 
February: The Germans establish a ghetto in Lódz, Poland, and force the city's 200,000 
Jews into it. Some 20,000 more Jews from other countries would be deported to Lódz in 
coming years. Lódz is one of more than three hundred ghettos in Nazi-controlled 
territory. The ghettos serve as holding places for Jews on the way to the death camps. 

April: Germany invades Denmark and Norway. 

May: Germany invades the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and France. 

Winston Churchill becomes prime minister of Great Britain. 

Construction begins on Auschwitz I, originally intended to house political prisoners. 

June: France surrenders to Germany. Germany annexes the French provinces of Alsace 
and Lorraine and installs a puppet government in southern France based in the town of 
Vichy, from which the new government takes its name. Within months, the Vichy 
government passes antisemitic laws and deports Jews to Auschwitz and other camps. 

Italy enters the war on the side of Germany. 

The first prisoners arrive at Auschwitz. They are members of the Polish resistance and 
intelligentsia. 

July-September: Germany attacks Britain via air in the Battle of Britain. 
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September: Japan joins the Axis alliance in the Tripartite Pact. 

The Germans establish the Warsaw ghetto, which has the largest population of Jews of all 
ghettos. It holds as many as 400,000 people. 

1941 
April: IG Farben, a large German chemical cartel, finalizes plans to establish a synthetic 
rubber plant at Auschwitz, investing in the construction of the camp. Prisoners serve as 
slave labor for the plant. 

June: Germany invades the Soviet Union. Mobile killing units (Einsatzgruppen) follow 
the invaders to kill Jews and Soviet officers. By the fall of 1943, they will have killed 1.5 
million Jews. Many Soviet prisoners are sent to Auschwitz. 

August: Roosevelt and Churchill sign the Atlantic Charter. 

September: The first Auschwitz victims, mostly Russian prisoners of war, are killed 
using Zyklon B gas. 

October: Construction of the second Auschwitz camp, Birkenau, begins. Soviet POWs 
build the camp. 

After Allied bombing of Hamburg, Germany, Jews in the city are deported to the Lódz 
ghetto. 

October-December: In the Siege of Moscow, German forces push to the outskirts of the 
Soviet capital. The Soviets are able to reinforce troops at the same time that a harsh 
winter sets in. The Germans are ill prepared for the weather conditions, and their 
offensive stalls. 

December: Japan attacks the United States at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. The United States 
joins the war against Japan, Germany, and Italy. 

Hitler officially ends the Euthanasia Program after public criticism, but the killing 
continues secretly. During the public phase, some 70,000 are killed in the Euthanasia 
Program. Over the course of the war, an estimated 150,000 die from the program. 

December - March 1942: Soviet counteroffensive on the Moscow front. 
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1942 
January 20: At the Wannsee Conference, Nazi officials discuss the Final Solution, a 
plan to kill all European Jews as well as Soviet prisoners of war and Gypsies. The Final 
Solution would involve several ministries within the German government bureaucracy 
and require an extensive rail system to move victims from across Europe to a network of 
ghettos, subcamps, and labor camps before they are sent to extermination camps. 
Approximately 3.5 million Jews die in the camps. In all, some six million Jews, about 
half of all European Jews, and approximately five million other victims are killed by the 
Nazis. 

February: Mass murder using Zyklon B begins at Birkenau. 

March: Construction of the Sobibor extermination camp begins. 

April: The United States bombs Tokyo for the first time in the war. 

May: The Jewish Agency for Palestine in Geneva reports that the Nazis have 
implemented a policy of exterminating European Jews. 

May-June: On May 27 Czech partisans kill Reinhard Heydrich, SS chief in 
Czechoslovakia. In retaliation, German troops kill all the men and some women in 
Lidice, Czechoslovakia, on June 10. 

June: At the Battle of Midway, U.S. forces defeat Japan, ending its eastward movement 
across the Pacific. 

The Slovakian government agrees to deport its Jews to Auschwitz and then pays 
Germany to take the deportees' dependents, too. 

June 20: Kazimierz Piechowski, a Polish political prisoner at Auschwitz, organizes an 
escape from the camp. 

July 2: SS and French police meet about police collaborating with Nazis in rounding up 
Jews. French authorities agree to arrest and deport foreign Jews, which they begin to do 
on July 16. 

 



REFERENCE: TIMELINE PAGE 11  
 

 

AUSCHWITZ: INSIDE THE NAZI STATE EDUCATOR'S EDITION 
©2006 Community Television of Southern California (KCET). All rights reserved. 

 

July 17: Heinrich Himmler orders the beginning of Operation Reinhard, in which all 
ghettos would be liquidated and all Polish Jews within the General Government (a 
geographical description) would be murdered by the end of the year. He also orders the 
enlargement of the Birkenau camp at Auschwitz 

August 19: The Battle of Stalingrad begins as German troops attack the city. Russian 
defenders slow the assault and launch a counteroffensive. Russian troops encircle large 
groups of German soldiers. Hitler prevents German troops from retreating, preferring to 
supply them by air for later battle. The German air force cannot keep up with the army's 
supply needs, and winter takes a toll. Eventually, the Soviet troops force a German 
surrender. 

November: Allied forces invade North Africa, landing in Morocco and Algeria and 
battling Nazi troops. The Germans and Italians retaliate by occupying Vichy France. 

December: Himmler orders most Gypsies in Germany to be deported to Auschwitz. 

The Allies release a statement condemning Nazi extermination policies. 

1943 
February: Police in Munich destroy the White Rose movement, an anti-Nazi group 
formed by university students that called for ending the war and overthrowing Hitler. The 
leaders of the group are arrested and executed. 

April-May: Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. After deportations of some 300,000 Jews from the 
Warsaw ghetto during 1942, only about 55,000 remain there. A resistance group, the 
Jewish Fighting Organization (known by its Polish acronym: ZOB), takes control of the 
ghetto and calls on Jews to fight deportation. When called by the Nazis to report in 
January, they fight back. Although some five thousand Jews are killed, the Germans 
retreat from the ghetto. After fortifying themselves, the ghetto Jews wait for the next 
battle, which occurs during Passover and comes to be called the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising. At 6am on April 19, some two thousand German troops enter the ghetto but are 
repulsed within 90 minutes by ZOB fighters with homemade weapons. The Germans cut 
off gas, water, and electricity to the ghetto. Street fighting continues between Germans 
and Jews for a few days before General Jurgen Stroop orders that the ghetto be burned. 
By April 22 the burning is under way. Still Jewish fighters resist for another month, 
hiding in ghetto sewers, which become a route of escape to the Polish side of Warsaw for 
some Jews. In the end, the ghetto is in ruins and emptied of its inhabitants. Thousands of 
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Jews are dead after the uprising, but not without inflicting damage on the Germans. The 
remainder of the Jews are deported to Treblinka. 

The Bergen-Belsen concentration camp opens. It holds Jews who will be exchanged for 
Germans being held by the Allies. 

May: The Nazis declare that Berlin is free of Jews. 

The Allies win in North Africa, driving out the Axis powers. 

At a conference in New York, The Jewish Agency for Palestine, a group promoting a 
Jewish state in Palestine, condemns Nazi atrocities against European Jews as well as 
British limits on Jewish immigration to Palestine. 

Dr. Josef Mengele arrives at Auschwitz, where he conducts brutal medical experiments 
on prisoners. 

July: Allied forces invade Sicily. 

The Allies win in North Africa, driving out the Axis powers. 

Mussolini is removed from power in Italy and arrested. A military dictatorship replaces 
the Fascist regime.  

Soviet forces defeat Germans in the last major German offensive in the USSR. 

August: Allied forces invade Sicily. 

The Allies win in North Africa, driving out the Axis powers. 

Mussolini is removed from power in Italy and arrested. A military dictatorship replaces 
the Fascist regime.  

Soviet forces defeat Germans in the last major German offensive in the USSR. 

September - October: German diplomat Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz and Werner Best, 
German ruler of Denmark, meet about Nazi plans for rounding up Danish Jews, which 
the Danes had so far resisted. Best alerts Danish leaders. Upon receiving warning, Danes 
help many Jews escape. 
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September 3: Allies invade southern Italy, and the Italian government surrenders to the 
Allies soon thereafter.  

October-November: In Egypt, the British army defeats Axis forces in the Battle of El 
Alamein. 

Fall: Rudolf Höss is removed from Auschwitz as commandant due to corruption at the 
camp. 

For the first time, Jewish prisoners from Auschwitz are transferred to the Buna-Monowitz 
subcamp to work for IG Farben. 

About three hundred prisoners escape from the Sobibor extermination camp. 

The first Jews from Rome are deported to Auschwitz. 

October 4: Heinrich Himmler speaks at Posen, Poland, about the murder of Jews. He 
praises the SS, citing their honesty, character, and commitment to duty, ignoring their 
involvement in numerous corrupt schemes. 

November: In their Moscow Declaration, Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin condemn Nazi 
atrocities in Europe and promise to prosecute Nazi perpetrators. 

Germans order the Italian Jews to be rounded up in concentration camps. 

Protests in Bulgaria prevent deportation of Jews. Romania also refuses to deport more 
Jews. 

The Nazis close the Sobibor, Treblinka, and Belzec extermination camps, the main camps 
involved in the effort to exterminate the 2.2 million Jews in the General Government of 
Poland. By November 1943 more than two million Jews have been killed at the camps 
and the operation is considered complete. 

Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin meet at Teheran to discuss postwar plans for Europe. 

The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration is established to provide 
economic assistance to European nations and aid refugees in countries liberated from the 
Axis powers. 
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1944 
January: President Roosevelt creates the War Refugee Board, which works with Jewish 
organizations, diplomats, and resistance groups to rescue Jews from the Holocaust. 

After advancing up the Italian peninsula, Allied forces meet stubborn German resistance 
between Naples and Rome. Months of battles take tens of thousands of lives on both 
sides until the Allies can break through to approach Rome. 

February: Allied forces seize the Gilbert and Marshall Islands from Japanese forces. 

March: As Soviet troops approach the Hungarian border, German forces occupy 
Hungary, which is allied with the Axis. Subsequently, Hungary requires Jews to wear a 
yellow star and orders Jews into ghettos. Deportations to Auschwitz begin soon 
thereafter. 

May: Rudolf Höss returns to Auschwitz to plan for the annihilation of Hungarian Jews. 
Nearly 440,000—half of the Jews in Hungary—are sent to Auschwitz. Many are gassed 
within days of their arrival. 

May-July: The Nazis send Hungarian Jew Joel Brandt on a mission to try to trade one 
million Jews to the Allies in exchange for ten thousand trucks. The British reject the 
offer. 

June-October: Soviet troops attack German forces, pushing them out of the USSR and 
into Poland. In mid-July the Soviets near Warsaw, prompting Polish resistance fighters in 
the city to rise up against the Germans, confident that the Soviets are on their way to 
liberate them. The Soviet troops stop their advance, however, giving the Germans time to 
crush the Warsaw rebellion in October. 

June 5: Allied troops enter Rome. 

June 6: D-Day. The Allied invasion of Europe arrives at Normandy in northwest France; 
thousands of troops cross the English Channel to land on several beaches, preceded by 
airborne troops who parachute behind German defenses. After intense morning fighting, 
the Allies begin to take control of the beaches. 

June: President Roosevelt discusses plans to establish the United Nations after the war. 
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June 30: A train carrying more than 1,600 Jews leaves Budapest for Switzerland. 
Handpicked by Hungarian Zionist leader Rudolph Kasztner after making a deal with 
Adolf Eichmann, each person on the train paid the equivalent of $1,000 (U.S.) for safe 
passage. The train stops at the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, where the passengers 
stay for months before most are finally sent on to Switzerland. 

June-August: The Allied troops who landed in France struggle for more than two 
months to solidify their hold. Not until late August do they control most of France, 
highlighted for the French troops by the liberation of Paris on August 24. 

July: An international conference held in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, creates plans 
for the International Monetary Fund and the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development to prepare for postwar economic cooperation. 

July 9: Hungarian leader Miklos Horthy halts deportation of Jews from Hungary to 
Auschwitz. 

July 20: An attempt to assassinate Hitler in East Prussia fails. The coup plotters had 
hoped to negotiate an end to the war. The Nazis hunt down many military commanders 
and suppress the conspiracy to overthrow Hitler. They also take in German war hero 
Erwin Rommel, who, although sympathetic, had not actually joined the conspiracy. He 
was doomed, however, for failing to warn Hitler. Thousands were killed or sent to 
concentration camps in retribution. 

July 23: An International Red Cross delegation visits the Theresienstadt ghetto. In 
preparation for the visit, the Nazis embark on a beautification process and show the 
ghetto as a model camp. The resulting Red Cross report on the treatment of Jews is 
favorable. 

August 2: The Gypsy Camp at Auschwitz is liquidated. Nazis send some four thousand 
Gypsies to the gas chambers. 

August 7-30: The Lódz ghetto is liquidated. Sixty thousand Jews and an undetermined 
number of Gypsies are sent to Auschwitz. 

August 23: A pro-German regime in Romania is overthrown. The new government 
declares war on Germany and fights alongside Soviet troops through Hungary and 
Germany. 
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August 29-30: The last transport of Jews leaves the Lódz ghetto for Auschwitz. 

August-September: Allied bombers strike the IG Farben plant near Auschwitz. Requests 
from Jewish organizations to bomb the camp and the railways leading to it are denied by 
the U.S. military. 

October 6: The Sonderkommandos at Auschwitz stage a revolt, destroying Crematorium 
IV. Some prisoners escape briefly but are recaptured. The SS kill many 
Sonderkommandos—even some who had not participated—in retaliation. 

October 15: As the Soviets approach the country, the Hungarian government of Miklos 
Horthy announces a truce with the Allied powers. Horthy is overthrown and replaced by 
the pro-Nazi Arrow Cross Party. 

November: The last people are gassed at Auschwitz. The last recorded transport of 
Jewish prisoners arrives at Auschwitz. 

Franklin Roosevelt is reelected to a fourth term as president, with Harry Truman as vice 
president. 

November 5: Adolf Eichmann deports Jews from Budapest, forcing them to march to 
Austria on foot. Some 75,000 start the death marches, but many die on the way. 

November 14: The U.S., British, and Soviet governments agree that postwar Germany 
will be divided into zones of occupation governed by the victorious Allies. 

November 25: The SS begins the destruction of the Auschwitz crematoria. 

December-January: Battle of the Bulge: A stalemate sets in between the Allies and the 
Germans in Western Europe. In mid-December, taking advantage of widely spread out 
Allied troops, reinforced German armies attack several positions, hoping to break through 
and divide the Allied forces. The Germans push hard against the Allies, creating a huge 
bulge in the Allied line, but they cannot break through. The Allies regroup and 
counterattack, eventually encircling the Germans. 
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1945 
January: On the Eastern front, the Soviets have amassed more than 2.5 million troops 
along a line thinly defended by Germans, who are more attentive to the Western front. 
Churchill prevails on Stalin to attack in the east, in part to draw Germans away from the 
west and relieve some pressure there. The Soviets attack on several fronts, pushing 
German troops back. They fight through Poland, liberating Warsaw on January 17, and 
by the end of January, they are within 50 miles of Berlin. 

At the Chelmno camp, the SS begins killing the group of Jewish prisoners they had 
forced to help dismantle the camp. 

January 18: The Nazis begin removing prisoners from Auschwitz. As Allied troops 
approach, tens of thousands of prisoners from several concentration camps are forced to 
march on foot to other camps in Germany. Thousands who are too weak to march or who 
commit any infraction during the march are shot. 

January 27: Soviet troops liberate Auschwitz. Only a few thousand prisoners remain. 

January - August: In the Pacific, General Douglas MacArthur directs an invasion to 
liberate the Philippines. The battle to take Manila is fierce: the Japanese burn parts of the 
city and massacre many citizens. The fierce Japanese resistance draws in American 
artillery, which further destroys the city and kills more civilians. In early March the 
Americans finally control the city, after more than 100,000 Filipinos have been killed. In 
the countryside, the Japanese commander fights a bitter drawn-out battle in the 
mountains. In fact, these battles do not cease until after the war ends, when the emperor 
orders the Japanese forces in the Philippines to surrender. 

February 1: The U.S. State Department announces that perpetrators of crimes against 
Jews will be punished. 

February 7-11: Franklin Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, and Joseph Stalin meet at Yalta 
in the Crimea to discuss plans for postwar Germany, the entry of the Soviets in the war 
against Japan, and the formation of the United Nations. 

February-March: British, Canadian, and U.S. troops launch a multipronged attack to 
reach the Rhine River, from which they would begin a final campaign. The Allies 
encounter moderate resistance as German troops largely retreat. By the end of March, the 
Allied troops reach the Rhine. 
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March-April: Allied troops launch an intense effort to cross the Rhine, led by British 
Field Marshall Bernard Montgomery. Within a week, Montgomery has moved thousands 
of troops and tanks across the river. Rather than allowing Montgomery to move toward 
Berlin, however, U.S. General Dwight David Eisenhower orders him to northern 
Germany. Agreements made by political leaders at Yalta had given the Soviets the right 
to capture Berlin. 

During their advance into Germany, Allied troops liberate Buchenwald, Bergen-Belsen, 
Dachau, and other concentration camps. 

March-August: The effectiveness of U.S. bombing of Japan improves over the course of 
the war as the Americans are able to establish airbases closer to the country. In early 
1945 they begin to use napalm, and on March 9-10 U.S. bombers cause a firestorm in 
Tokyo that kills 84,000 people. U.S. bombing continues to destroy major cities, killing 
more than 100,000 additional civilians, but Japan does not surrender. 

April: The final Soviet offensive on Berlin begins on April 16. The Germans reinforce 
the Berlin area, and although outnumbered by Soviet troops, many Germans fight 
fanatically—many in fear of the Nazis among them or of the Soviet soldiers—and slow 
the Soviet advance. Within two weeks, however, the Soviets reach the city and take the 
Reichstag on April 30. The Soviets lose 100,000 men in the battle. The Germans lose 
thousands also, including Adolf Hitler, who commits suicide on April 30. 

April-May: Allied troops move into both northern and southern Germany. By the end of 
April, U.S. troops have pushed far enough across Germany that they make contact with 
Soviet troops southwest of Berlin. 

April 12: U.S. President Roosevelt dies. Vice President Harry Truman becomes 
president. 

April 25: The United Nations meets in San Francisco. 

April 27: Former Italian dictator Mussolini and his wife are captured by Italian 
opponents, who execute them and hang their bodies by their heels from lampposts in 
Milan. Later, the bodies are cut down and mutilated. 

May: In early May Rudolf Höss meets with Heinrich Himmler, who tells Höss to flee 
capture by disappearing into the army. 
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May 2: German forces in Berlin and Italy surrender, followed soon after by Germans in 
Denmark, Holland, and northern Germany. 

May 7: Germany surrenders unconditionally. 

May 9: U.S. troops capture Hermann Göring. 

May 23: Heinrich Himmler commits suicide. 

June 26: Fifty nations sign the United Nations Charter. 

July 17-August 2: Truman, Churchill, and Stalin meet at Potsdam, Germany, to discuss 
how postwar Germany will be governed. During the meeting, British elections remove 
Prime Minister Churchill from office and Clement Attlee is voted in as the new prime 
minister. 

August 6: The United States drops an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, killing more than 
80,000 people. 

August 8: The Soviet Union declares war on Japan. 

August 9: The United States drops an atomic bomb on Nagasaki, killing about 35,000 
people. 

September 2: Japan surrenders unconditionally. 

September 20: The Jewish Agency for Palestine makes its first formal claim for 
reparations to Jewish victims of the Nazis. 

November 20: The Nuremberg International Military Tribunal opens to conduct trials of 
Nazi war criminals. 

December 20: The military governors of the four occupation zones of Germany agree 
that individual zones can establish courts to try Nazi war criminals. 
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Post-War 
1946 
January: The first sessions of the United Nations General Assembly and Security 
Council meet in London. 

March 11: British troops arrest Rudolf Höss, who had escaped notice after the war and 
was now posing as a farm worker. He is tried and convicted at Nuremberg. While in 
prison awaiting execution, he writes his memoirs. 

July 22: Amid ongoing British opposition to Jewish immigration to Palestine, Jewish 
resistance fighters bomb the British headquarters in Jerusalem. 

October 1: The Nuremberg court issues its first verdicts and imposes sentences on 
defendants. Those condemned to death are executed on October 16. 

December 9: A U.S. military tribunal at Nuremburg tries 23 former SS doctors and 
scientists. Sixteen are convicted, and seven are executed. 

1947 
January: The first sessions of the United Nations General Assembly and Security 
Council meet in London. 

March 11: British troops arrest Rudolf Höss, who had escaped notice after the war and 
was now posing as a farm worker. He is tried and convicted at Nuremberg. While in 
prison awaiting execution, he writes his memoirs. 

July 22: Amid ongoing British opposition to Jewish immigration to Palestine, Jewish 
resistance fighters bomb the British headquarters in Jerusalem. 

October 1: The Nuremberg court issues its first verdicts and imposes sentences on 
defendants. Those condemned to death are executed on October 16. 

December 9: A U.S. military tribunal at Nuremburg tries 23 former SS doctors and 
scientists. Sixteen are convicted, and seven are executed. 
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1948 
May 14: Israel declares its independence and is recognized by the United States and the 
Soviet Union. The next day, Israel's Arab neighbors, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Jordan, and 
Egypt, attack the new country and encourage Palestinian Arabs to evacuate their homes 
in order to facilitate the Arab attack. 

1949 
July: The Israeli-Arab war ends when the United Nations negotiates armistice 
agreements between Israel and its neighbors. Israel wins more than half of the Palestinian 
Arab territory and denies Palestinians the right to return to the homes they vacated during 
the war. Some 500,000 Palestinian refugees remain in other countries. Many Jews in 
Arab countries immigrate, voluntarily or forcibly, to Israel. The first Knesset (parliament) 
elections are held in Israel. The UN admits Israel as a member country. 

1951 
July: The Israeli-Arab war ends when the United Nations negotiates armistice 
agreements between Israel and its neighbors. Israel wins more than half of the Palestinian 
Arab territory and denies Palestinians the right to return to the homes they vacated during 
the war. Some 500,000 Palestinian refugees remain in other countries. Many Jews in 
Arab countries immigrate, voluntarily or forcibly, to Israel. The first Knesset (parliament) 
elections are held in Israel. The UN admits Israel as a member country. 

1952 
September 10: Adenauer and Israeli foreign minister Moshe Sharett sign a reparations 
agreement between West Germany and Israel. 

1956 
October: Egypt nationalizes the Suez Canal and denies Israel access to water routes. 
Israel, France, and Britain attack Egypt, seizing the Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula. The 
UN intervenes, implementing a cease-fire with UN troops supporting it. France, Britain, 
and Israel withdraw from Egypt, but Israel continues to occupy Gaza for months until it 
receives security assurances. 
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1960 
May 11: Israeli agents capture Adolf Eichmann in Argentina. 

1961 
April-August: Adolf Eichmann is tried in Jerusalem for crimes against the Jewish 
people, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. He is convicted and hanged on May 31, 
1962. 

1963 
April-August: Eichmann is tried in Jerusalem for crimes against the Jewish people, 
crimes against humanity, and war crimes. He is convicted and hanged on May 31, 1962. 


