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AWR3O/MI: Course Outline  September 2018 
 

Film Studies: Grade 11 
Mr. Shaun Perry 
Web: www.shaunperry.info   Email: shaun_perry@bwdsb.on.ca 
Phone: 519-924-2721 x654 

 

Film Studies is the study of the production, aesthetics and 
history of the 20th century’s most important visual medium—
the cinema. As storytelling device, as historical document, as 
expression of imagination, as artistic object, there is no form 
more capable of capturing our interest and provoking the 
senses. The cinema can create worlds of magic, fantasy and 
romance just as easily as it can expose the realities of life. 

As a requirement for success in this course, students will 
create, direct and produce several forms of short videos.  
  

Class Requirements: 

1. Come to class prepared; bring required materials to class. 

2. Equipment signed out by the student remains their responsibility 
until it is returned in excellent working order. 

3. It is your responsibility to catch up missed work; have a partner pick 
up assignments and handouts should you be absent from class. 

4. Quizzes may be given randomly throughout the course and there 
will be final tests at the end of each unit. Obviously you will do your 
best not to miss any classes, but especially when tests are scheduled. 
If you miss a test for a legitimate reason, a rewrite may be given at 
the teacher’s discretion. Students who miss a test without a 
legitimate reason may not be granted a rewrite. 

5. Understand what both plagiarism and copyright infringement are 
and how to avoid them. 

 
 

 

Units of Study Highlights 

Unit One:  What is Cinema           3 Weeks                      

During this unit we will examine cinema 
as a produced creation. Some 
important questions for us to consider 
will be: What is Cinema? What are the 
technical processes that go into the 
production of films? Why do people 
make films? 

Unit Two:  Production Basics        7 Weeks 
 
This unit forms the backbone of all the 
video that you are going to make in the 
class. Video design fundamentals, 
including camera techniques and 
composition. Post-production video and 
audio editing will also be introduced. 

Unit Three:  Script Writing and 
Storyboarding                               3 Weeks 
 
During this unit we will learn the process 
of developing and writing our own 
original screenplays.  We will explore 
characterization, story arcs, and 
themes.  Students will need to prepare 
a 1-minute elevator pitch in order for 
their work to be “green lighted” for 
production. 

 Unit Four:  New Media                3 Weeks 
 
This unit explores how social media and    
independent movie production 
companies are changing the face of 
the entire film production industry                       

Unit Five:  Independent Movie 
Production                                    5 Weeks 

Students will work within their production 
companies to create a 7-10 minute 
“Blockbuster”.  Work will be screened for 
the public during the “Highlands Movie 
Festival”. 
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Course Objectives: 
Our objectives in this course are as follows: 
 
1. To understand the nature and process of film production. 
2. To learn how to read and analyze film as you would a novel, a poem or a short story 
3. To learn how to develop, write and revise workable screenplays and storyboards. 
4. To explore the major aesthetic trends in the history of cinema.  
5. To work collaboratively with our peers to produce short films in a variety of different ways. 
6. To gain a greater understanding of the way art works—how it manipulates reality to make a 
thematic point (political, social, philosophical, sexual, aesthetic, etc.) 
 
Learning Skills: 
The following 6 learning skills will be assessed and assigned a letter grade:  Responsibility, 
Organization, Independent Work, Collaboration, Initiative and Self-Regulation.  The possible grades 
assigned are: E (excellent), G (good), S (satisfactory), and N (needs improvement). 
 
Teaching / Learning Strategies: 
Since the over-riding aim of this course is to help students use media production skillfully, confidently 
and flexibly, a wide variety of instructional strategies are used to provide learning opportunities to 
accommodate a variety of learning styles, interests and ability levels. These include: 

Class Discussion and Debate Independent research Directed Reading Activities 

Reading Responses Direct Instruction Peer Practice 

Independent Reading Guided Writing Processes Storyboarding 

Journal writing Note Making Script Writing 

Conferencing Issue-Based Analysis Video/Multimedia Production 

Work Sheets Guided Internet Research Sound Editing 

 
Assessment and Evaluation: 
Assessment:  The process of gathering information from a variety of sources (including assignments, 
demonstrations, projects, performances, and tests) that accurately reflects how well students are 
achieving the curriculum expectations 
 
Evaluation:  The process of judging the quality of a student’s work on the basis of established 
achievement criteria, and assigning a value to represent that quality 

A credit is granted and recorded for this course if the student's grade is 50% or higher. The final 
grade for this course will be determined as follows: 
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• 70% of the grade will be based upon evaluations conducted throughout the course. This 
portion of the grade will reflect the student's most consistent level of achievement throughout 
the course, although special consideration will be given to more recent evidence of 
achievement.  This portion is weighted equally (25%) for each of Knowledge and 
Understanding, Thinking, Communication, and Application.   
 

• 30% of the grade will be based on the production of a “Blockbuster” Movie (20%) and an 
independent Film Journal (10%).  This portion is also equally weighted across each of the 
categories. 

Late Assignments: 
Assignments are to be handed in according to deadlines, which are negotiated by the teacher 
and students. Extensions may be granted in advance by seeing your teacher, or a legitimate 
reason may warrant an extension. It is the responsibility of the student to initiate this process.  

- There will be consequences for submitting assignments late or for not completing assignments at 
all. 

- On the first day, 5% will be deducted from a major assignment.  For the next four days, a further 
5% will be deducted, to a maximum of 25%.  After the fifth school day, marks may be deducted up 
to and including the full value of the assignment.  In other words, a student may earn zero for not 
completing major assignments.  

- Missed assignments may jeopardize the granting of a course credit if the teacher and 
administration feel the missed assignments represent essential overall expectations of the course.  

- Parental involvement will help to guarantee the completion of the assignment according to the 
revised due date. 

Tests: 
Truancy is not a valid reason for missing a test, and no opportunity will be provided to rewrite the 
test.  In the case of an unavoidable, legitimate absence, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange 
a time to write the test as soon as possible after the absence.  The student must provide a note 
from the parent/guardian which is addressed to the teacher and explains the reason for missing a 
test.  If there is no note or valid reason, there will be no opportunity to write the test.   

Class Behaviour: 
The cardinal rule in this class is RESPECT: respect for your classmates, respect for your teacher, and 
respect for yourself.  Any breach of this respect will result in a one-on-one consultation with the 
teacher. Continued abuse of class decorum will result in disciplinary action, which could include 
the school’s Administration team.  The active challenging of ideas raised in class is greatly 
encouraged, but when you move from criticizing ideas to criticizing people, you move into the 
arena of the disrespectful. 
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Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is the act of taking another’s words or ideas and passing them off as one’s own.  It 
includes the deliberate or accidental omission of proper documentation.  Incidents of plagiarism 
will be dealt will severely, usually with a mark of zero for the assignment and a report of the 
incident for office records. 

Attendance: 
Regular attendance at school is critical for the student’s learning and achievement of course 
expectations.  Where, in the principal’s judgement, a student’s frequent absences from school are 
jeopardizing his or her successful completion of a course, school staff will meet with the student and 
the parents to explain the potential consequences for the absences, including failure to gain 
credits, and discuss the steps that could be taken to improve attendance. 
 
The Credit System: 
A credit is granted in recognition of the successful completion of a course that has been scheduled 
for a minimum of 110 hours.  Credits are granted by the principal of behalf of the Ministry of 
Education and Training for courses that have been developed or approved by the Ministry.  For the 
purpose or granting a credit “scheduled time” is defined as the time during which students 
participate in the planned learning activities designed to lead to the achievement of the curriculum 
expectations of a course.  
 
Extra Help:  
On most days, I will be available to help during lunch and after school.  Since my schedule is very 
busy with extra-curricular activities, it is strongly recommended that you schedule an appointment if 
you would like to meet with me. 
 
The classroom will stay open during lunch hours for students who would like to work on their 
assignments. 

 

Further Information: 

Ministry of Education Curriculum Guide 
https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/arts1112curr2010.pdf  provides 
information about the components of this course outline. 

Information regarding assessment of the course: 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/secondary/progplan/progplan.html#assessm
ent 

Information regarding learning skills: 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/forms/report/sec/srepgde.pdf 
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